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Play Ball!
By now leagues have chartered
and many have entered their
rosters on-line with necessary
documentation, and have started
to play ball. If you haven’t entered your rosters yet, remember
that the rule book states that this
must be done before you begin
playing your regular season
games. If you have any problems, contact your district commissioner or Headquarters from
9am-5pm EDT M-F at 800-8803142 and they are glad to assist
you in any manner. We want all
players who desire to participate, so rosters can be expanded
from the normal 15 players (18
for senior Babe Ruth) to include
more players with the waiver
process.
When a league charters, it receives by email one or two doc-

Vo lume
uments from the State Commissioner. Those are: 1) a letter
welcoming the league to the
2017 season and 2) a form for
submitting state dues (unless you
are new to the program this year,
in which case the state dues are
waived). Filed rosters and state
dues are required BEFORE you
are sent your “Letter of EligibilLog on to kansasbaberuthleagues.com for state, regional and district information
and updates including all
tournaments

ity” which allows your teams to
participate in the post-season
tournament trail. After these are
taken care of, your League President will be advised in an email
that he/she can go online to the

data center and download the
Letter of Eligibility.
It is recommended that you
play an extended local league
season (not just the required
minimum 10 games), and give
as many players as possible
the chance to participate in our
program before you select
your post-season teams. Most
leagues put together an “allstar” team from all of their
teams, but some send the regular season league winner team.
Either way is acceptable and is
at the discretion of the league
governing body. However, we
recommend not choosing your
tournament team too soon, so
that the local league players all
feel they have a chance to
make the tournament team.

Kansas Volunteers Honored
At the Kansas Babe Ruth League Board of Directors meeting held May 7, all of the board members were recognized for their outstanding volunteerism in the Kansas program. Combined, our board has dedicated 472 years to
Kansas Babe Ruth, but two individuals have contributed 50 or more years each. Gary Kuntz has served for 51 and
Gene Buie has served 50 years, both in various capacities.
Gary started the Babe Ruth program in Ottawa where he started his teaching career. He served as League President of the Ottawa Babe Ruth
League for 15 years. After
his tenure as League President,
Gary served as District Commissioner for six years and
was appointed as Assistant
State Commissioner for the 1315 year old division before he
was elected as the Kansas
State Commissioner in 1990.
He served in that capacity until
he retired in 2009. Gary still
serves on the Kansas Board of
Directors.
Gene’s Babe Ruth career includes working with the Sunflower League in northeastern
Kansas as a coach and board
member, but Gene’s real love
was umpiring. He was selected to work the eight-state
Regional tournament in 1980.
After retiring from umpiring,
Gene served on the Kansas
Babe Ruth Board of Directors
as the Assistant State ComGene Buie
Gary Kuntz
missioner for the 16-18 yearold Division, a position he
still holds today. All board members received a certificate commemorating their service and will receive pins at a
later date.
Our program would not be where it is today were it not for the great volunteers across the state who have worked
and continue to work unselfishly and tirelessly to make Babe Ruth Baseball even better in the state of Kansas.
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19th Annual Classic
Council Grove will again host
the Babe Ruth Classic IXX
August 13, 2017. The Classic
brings together the best 15
year-old Babe Ruth players in
the state of Kansas. Players
on the RED team (Districts 1
and 5) and players from the
BLUE team (Districts 3 and
4) play a double-header.
Players will report on August
12 for a short practice, followed by a picnic for players,

parents, coaches and Babe tant State Commissioner-10year-old Division.
Two
Ruth Officials.
coaches for each team will be
Players are selected during
nominated by respective Disdistrict tournament play by the
trict Commissioners. CoachBabe Ruth Official in charge
es are selected based on their
of that tournament. Managing
service to our Babe Ruth prothe BLUE team for the 2017
gram in Kansas. Mark your
Classic will be Kerwin Spencalendar now to attend this
cer, Assistant State Commisprestigious event, and enjoy
sioner-14-year-old Division,
watching our talented Babe
and managing the RED team
Ruth athletes.
will be Mark Brooks, Assis-

S t a t e B a b e R u t h To u r n a m e n t s
Age Division

Location

Check-in/Play

Tournament Official

13’s

Frontenac

July 13/July 14-17

Larry Gerwick

14’s

Larned

July 13/July 14-17

Kerwin Spencer

13-15’s

Peabody

July 13/July 14-17

Bob Willis

16-18’s

Wellington

July 12/July 13-16

Gene Buie

S t a t e C a l R i p k e n To u r n a m e n t s
Age Division

Location

Check-in/Play

Tournament Official

9’s

Garden City

July 20/July 21-23

Jared Rutti

10’s

Harper

July 13/July 14-17

Mark Brooks

11(60’)

Galena

July 12/July 13-15

Dennis Nevin

11(70’)

Garden City

July 12/July 13-15

Chad Knight

12(60’)

Galena

July 12/July 13-15

Dennis Nevin

12(70’)

Garden City

July 12/July 13-15

Chad Knight

Log on to kansasbaberuthleagues.com for state, regional and
district information and updates
including all tournaments

Rawlings is the Official
Babe Ruth Tournament
Baseball. Cal Ripken
tournaments must use
CAL or RCAL while 1318 tournaments must use
BRO or RBRO.

Coaches Certification/Concussion Training
In order for coaches to be eligible to coach in the Babe Ruth Tournament Trail, they must be
certified through the Babe Ruth Education/Certification Program (or a comparable program). The course is taken on-line at the cost of $19.95. Upon completing the course, the
person receives life-time certification. Additionally, coaches can take the advanced courses
for a fee of $24.95. This is a great program which addresses many aspects of coaching and
managing youngsters and is well worth the low cost and time spent taking it. Register and
complete the course at http://www.baberuthleague.org
In the recent past, there has been much emphasis placed on concussion training for coaches
and administrative personnel who work with youngsters on the athletic field. Concussions
are not always readily obvious and often an athlete will deny any problem, but an injury
could have occurred to the brain nonetheless. A concussion should be seriously dealt with
and proactive steps taken to prevent further damage to our young athletes. In 2016, the Kansas Board of Directors made a requirement that at least one coach on each post-season tournament team receive concussion training and take the course offered free of charge by the
Centers for Disease Control online at http://www.cdc.gov/concussion/headsup/
online_training.html. After completing the 30 minute training, participants can print out a
certificate of completion and this should be included with the tournament credentials.

The best way to document your players’ ages
is by using the Babe
Ruth ID card. This can
be done on-line through
the data center, and the
small cost is well worth
the time and headaches
they save you at tournament time. Get your
electronic ID cards today.
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by Cal Ripken Commissioner Paul Unrau

Developing a Youth Baseball Pitcher
With all the concern now with pitcher pitch counts, we as youth baseball coaches need to be diligent in developing and coaching pitching. Let’s be honest, we will need at least a half dozen pitchers on each team if we plan to be successful and gain in teaching the
game. There are two main aspects of pitching; the physical side and the mental aspect.
Here are some aspects of coaching pitchers that I have learned and used over the years:
• Coach the effective use of the fastball and changeup.
A pitcher is often the most important player on a youth baseball team. He, as a growing youngster, also needs to be handled quite
carefully. Save the pitcher’s arm by not teaching the curve, slider, etc.
One must realize that youngsters of Cal Ripken and Babe Ruth division age are still developing. The key in teaching pitchers of that
age is how to throw strikes and hit spots.
The first thing is to make sure (with any pitcher of any age) is that they enjoy pitching.
Emphasize that accuracy, not power, is often the factor that determines success of a younger pitcher. The ability to keep a hitter offbalance is paramount.
And it can involve as few as two pitches.
A young pitcher needs to learn how to change speeds, and that is what you should impress upon him to start. At a young age, a pitcher can be successful with a fastball and some type of change-up. Change speeds and hit spots. (Check out: “Step-by-Step: How to
Throw a Changeup” by Scott Kendrick. www.thoughtco.com)
If those two points can be mastered, confidence will grow and a pitcher will, in his mind, gain a psychological advantage over a hitter.

•

Coach the mental approach to pitching.

Use the following “secrets” that deal on the mental side of pitching.
Visualize success—simply visualize the mechanics to the plate. This will teach mental toughness to get thru’ rough innings/
outings.
Eliminate Fear—A pitcher needs to accept the fact that risk is present and he must focus on opportunities:
• To get a big W
• To take over and control the game
• To help his team win
Prepare—Be ready mentally
• ”This game is mine”, attitude
• Don’t waste pitches
• Challenge every hitter
• Develop a plan for each hitter
Focus—Concentrate on the task at hand (both in practice and in games)
Concentrate while you are on the mound—Look at the catcher’s target
(glove), know the count, etc.
Positive attitude—showing signs with negative body gestures usually means
the control suffers. Think about the best possible outcomes. Then make
it happen!
Develop a pre-pitch routine—
Get relaxed
Look at the target
Visualize the pitch
Take a deep breath
Commit to throwing your best pitch
Start your delivery
Make developing pitching one of your main goals going forward. You will find that your players will have fun on the mound. And, there
are more pitchers out there than we sometimes think there are! Teach the basic pitching mechanics to every player. Most importantly…have fun.
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Kansas Babe Ruth Softball Tournaments
The sites and dates for the State Softball tournaments are as follows:
10U will be at Girard June 30-July 2
12U will be at Wellington June 29-July 2
14U will be at Harper June 30-July 2
16U will be at Medicine Lodge June 30-July 2

Final Preparations for the Season
By now leagues have chartered
and many have entered their
rosters on-line with necessary
documentation, and have started to play ball. If you haven’t
entered your rosters yet, remember that the rule book
states that this must be done
before you begin playing your
regular season games. If you
have any problems, contact
your district commissioner or
Headquarters from 9am-5pm
EDT M-F at 800-880-3142 and
they are glad to assist you in
any manner. We want all players who desire to participate,
so rosters can be expanded
from the normal 15 players (18
for senior Babe Ruth) to include more players with the
waiver process.

When a league charters, it receives by email one or two documents from the State Commissioner. Those are: 1) a letter
welcoming the league to the
2017 season and 2) a form for
submitting state dues (unless you
are new to the program this year,
in which case the state dues are
Log on to kansasbaberuthleagues.com for state, regional and district information
and updates including all
tournaments

waived). Filed rosters and state
dues are required BEFORE you
are sent your “Letter of Eligibility” which allows your teams to
participate in the post-season
tournament trail. After these are
taken care of, your League President will be advised in an email

that the Letter of Eligibility
can be downloaded.
This year, Pittsburg will be the
site of the 11(60) Midwest
Plains Regional Tournament
with playing dates of July 2731, the 12(60) Regional Tournament will be held in Garden
City July 19-23 and Junction
City will host the 13-15 and 16
-18 Midwest Plains Regional
tournaments with dates of July
26-30 and July 20-24 respectively. In 2018, Kanas will
host the 13-15 and 10-year-old
Midwest Plains Regional
Tournaments. We feel our
tournament trail is second to
none and always proves to be
an exciting time for players
and fans alike. Plan to attend
a tournament this year to see
what its all about.

Babe Ruth Softball is on
the move in Kansas and
is rapidly becoming the
program of choice for
many areas.

Preparing For Tournament Trail
Soon you will receive packets for
each one of your tournament
teams. This packet includes all of
the pertinent information regarding the District Tournaments and
lists all of the documents required
for the tournament trail. Your
District Commissioner will be in
touch with each league president
concerning tournament information.

of your league rosters, national and
state dues have been submitted.
Think ahead by including your tournament team coaches on your regular season rosters. Each tournament
team will need a digital picture of
the team which can be e-mailed to
the next tournament level. Also
needed are three separate sheets of
paper listing all players and coaches,
including those not pictured. These
pictures are sent ahead to the next
League Presidents will receive a
tournament site to be published in
“Letter of Tournament Eligibility”
their tournament program, should
as an e-mail attachment when all
your team win. Contact your District

Commissioner if you have any
questions.
Let your District Commissioner
know if you can host a District
Tournament, and plan ahead by
letting him know you would like
to host a District, State or Regional Tournament next year.
All of these provide a good
source of revenue for your
league and allow you to show off
your facility as well as your
community and support base.

Interlocking schedules provide variety
In some smaller leagues, the teams
tire of playing each other several
times to meet their number of
games requirement, so they stop at
the minimum of 10 games. A
great alternative is to play an interlocking schedule with a nearby
league. These games count toward the requirement, and they
allow you to check out the talent
in other areas, their facilities, and

coaching techniques. An interlocking schedule could prove to be educational in preparation for postseason tournament play. Kids love to
make an occasional “road trip”, and
other teams would enjoy coming to
your town to play as well. League
officers should communicate with
each other to set up this arrangement.
We strongly recommend keeping

your team together as long as
possible, and avoid selecting
your “all-star” team too soon,
thereby crushing the spirit and
enthusiasm of those who do not
feel they can make the postseason team. An interlocking
schedule will allow you to extend your season for as long as
possible and give all the players
the chance to play.

For the current bat rules
and to see a list of noncompliant bats, go to
http://
www.baberuthleague.org/
bat-rules.aspx

SI Play League Management System
The SI Play League Management System is a great way to administer your league more efficiently and less time consuming for
the user. This system









Allows players to register and pay their registration fees online
Provides one click button roster submission (no more CSV uploads)
Provides communication tools (email and text)
Provides volunteer background checks
Provides automated league scheduler
Allows SI Play’s team mobile app
Provides website services (optional)
And more…….

The best part is that all Babe Ruth League Affiliated Leagues using SI
Play’s CSV Roster Import for the Spring 2017 season will receive SI Play’s
League Management System Free for Fall ‘17 and Spring ‘18 Season.
To learn more about this system or to enroll and set up these services connect with Pete Eichner at (866)975-8600 x733 or at
Pete.Eichner@siplay.com. You can also request a time to chat with Pete by
going to http://www.siplay.com/get-started/

Take advantage of this all-inclusive league management system with this
free trial. Testimonials of leagues that have implemented this system:
The Sports Illustrated Play system is awesome. I am extremely happy with the ability to work with information and
how easy it is to work with. We are an all-volunteer organization and have little time for complicated programming
or data manipulation, and the system is great. I really like the help pages—they are invaluable.
In my opinion, Sports Illustrated Play is fast establishing itself as the standard for athletic program management.
Huge functionality (with active evolution), at a wonderful price point.
We are extremely pleased to have Sports Illustrated Play as our registration and payment platform. SIP is not just a
solution provider, they are more like a business partner. Amazing tech support! One of SIP's many strengths is that
the company is constantly pushing out new and improved features. A++ service.
Working with Sports Illustrated Play has been a simple straight forward process. Please pass along my Thanks &
Gratitude to the team!
The Sports Illustrated Play team is responsive and easy to work with. I would recommend them and their services to
any organization looking to automate a league or state association that aggregates data from member clubs.
We're so happy we picked Sports Illustrated Play. They've made our lives easier than I could have ever imagined. It
seems like every week I'm finding a new feature that helps our league. Great Product!
Running a youth baseball organization can be hard but Sports Illustrated Play has been instrumental in helping our
program become much more organized in so many facets. There are a lot of other sports online registration websites out there, (trust me, I have looked into and/or used them) but the thing that separates Sports Illustrated Play
from the rest is the customer/technical support and the love for their product. Keep up the great work!
Sports Illustrated Play's customer service and support team is the best. I've never worked with a business before that
cares so much about their customers success.
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